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abstract: This book with the title 'Sports in Journalism and Fiction in the United States Today' by Karsten
Senkbeil analyzes the imagery and rhetoric in the public representation of the two most popular American
sports, namely Baseball and American Football. The research is twofold: on the one hand, a corpus consisting
of journalistic texts which appeared on the internet and dealt with one of these sports was assembled and
quantitative and qualitative analyses of the rhetoric in these texts was executed with software tools from
Corpus Linguistics. Central concern was the analysis in respect of national ideology and myth,
commercialization and imagery if heroism. On the other hand, a hermeneutic literary analysis of works by
contemporary American authors (DelLillo, Coover, Roth and others), which had sport as a central topic,
examined whether and how the imagery and rhetoric found in the corpus analysis was mirrored and critically
dealt with on a literary level. Results are manifold. Both sports, the modern and aggressive American Football
and the pastoral, conservative baseball, turn out to by recognized as emblematic expressions of typical
American values. As 'national pastimes' they are more than distractive spectacles but inherit and re-enact parts
of American national ideology. Militaristic and imperialistic undertones are often found in the corpus and these
attitudes are critically and ironically reflected by literary authors. An examination of religious metaphors
showed how mass media spectator sport has acquired a status of quasi-religious myth-making, its values and
belief systems intermixing with and superimposing on classic...
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