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Compound Trusses A series of article contributed to the scientific journal The Engineer in the years 1870-71,
constituted the nucleus of the present treatise. They were written at such periods of leisure, as the Author could
spare from the time devoted to his professional duties. The method of determining the strains upon a structure,
by the aid of graphic diagrams, is at once accurate and elegant, and recommends itself especially to the
engineering student and beginner, by its simplicity and conclusiveness. The particular method adopted by the
Author, is that, in which, each successive strain is shown in diagrams, so that the manner in which, the total
strain upon any member of a structure is produced, may be thoroughly understood. The manner in which the;s
strains are transferred from one member to another, can be thus traced throughout the whole design, which is
not the case with mathematical calculation, the chief object of which is to furnish the total results, and the total
results only, of the action of the load upon the different parts of the girder or truss. Moreover, the process of
analytical calculation, when applied in detail, even to those simpler examples of construction, to which it is
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