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Original publisher: Washington, DC : National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Office of Inspector
General, 2002 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)645116255 Subject: Federal aid to research -- United States -- Auditing.
Excerpt: . . . Because NASAs guidance was not specific, we established the following as criteria in performing
our review to represent the types of documentation needed, at a minimum, to adequately describe the peer
review process: Information ( such as names, titles, and organizations and signed statements of non-conflict of
interest ) to show that the peer review panel was qualified and independent. Information on each reviewers
rating evaluation of the proposals technical merit and potential to succeed. Individual ratings should support
that the overall rating evaluation was reasonable and consistent. A copy of the final, overall rating evaluation
supporting the selection including a statement that justifies the rating. Status of Grant File Documentation.
None of the grant files for the 108 sampled grants that were peer reviewed contained the peer review
documentation required by NPG 1441. 1C or the type of documentation we considered adequate support for the
award. Some grant files for grants that were peer reviewed did not contain any documentation of the review.
Other grant files contained documentation that only referenced that peer reviews were accomplished. For
example, we found award letters to the grantees stating that the proposal was peer reviewed and selected to be
funded by NASA. Still other files contained a brief peer review summary that indicated the overall peer review
numerical rating and concluded that the proposal should be funded. This information and other
documentation in the grant file did not provide enough detail to provide an understanding of how the peer
review was done and to verify that...
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