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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1889 edition. Excerpt: .crop; and once when it mounted to eight only, no famine
followed. Such then is the nature of this provision for the physical state of the country. We shall now proceed to
the next particulars. 4. The Nile, when it leaves the boundaries of Ethiopia, flows in a straight line towards the
north, to the tract called the Delta, then cloven at the head, (according to the expression of Plato, ) makes this
point the vertex, as it were, of a triangle, the sides of which are formed by the streams, which separate on each
side, and extend to the sea, one on the right hand to Pelusium, the other on the left to Canobus and the
neighbouring Heracleium, as it is called; the base is the coast lying between Pelusium and the Heracleium. An
island was therefore formed by the sea and by both streams of the river, which is called Delta from the
resemblance of its shape to the letter (A) of that name. The spot at the vertex of the triangle has the same
appellation, because it ia 1 See b. xvi. c. ii. j 24. 8. The shape of the site of the city is that of a chlamys or military
cloak. The sides, which determine the length, are surrounded by water, and are about thirty stadia in extent;
but the isthmuses, which determine the breadth of the sides, are each of seven or eight stadia, bounded on one
side...
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