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Thereof, According to the Word of God In submitting to the public a new edition of this excellent treatise on
Congregationalism, it seems necessary to say something of its learned author, of the circumstances in which it
originally appeared, and of the occasion for its republication. Our limits will not allow the insertion of an
extensive Biography, but only of a few of the prominent events in his history. We refer our readers, who desire a
more full account of him, to his life by Norton and Mather. John Cotton was born Dec. 4, 1585, in Derby in
England. At thirteen years of age, he entered college at Cambridge, where his distinguished scholarship secured
for him, soon aFer his graduation, the oGice of lecturer in the University. While he oGiciated in this capacity, the
Spirit of God subdued his pride, and brought his talents and acquisitions into the service of Christ and the
Church. His first sermon, aFer his conversion, on the duty of repentance, is said to have been a most powerful
production, and was honored as the instrument of salvation to some of his fellow students. In the twenty-eighth
year of his age he was settled over the established church of Boston in Lincolnshire, where for more than
twenty years he was eminently useful and popular, both as a preacher and an instructor of candidates for the
gospel ministry. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic
books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-
the-art technology to digitally reconstruct...
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