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indexed. Not illustrated. 1844 Excerpt: .flowers. The lady mayoress is generally accompanied by two or three
ladies, to obviate the unpleasantness of finding herself the only female among so many strangers; the chaplain
on that day takes the lower end of the table. The yeoman of the cellar is stationed behind his lordship, and, at
the conclusion of the dinner, two silver cups filled with negus, proclaims, with a loud voice: Mr. Sword-bearer,
squires, and gentlemen all, my lord mayor, and lady mayoress, drinks to you in a loving cup, and bid you all
heartily welcome! AIer drinking, they pass the cups down each side of the table for all to partake and drink
their healths. When the ladies retire, the chaplain leads her ladyship, and aIer a few songs his lordship follows.
Then a mighty silver bowl of punch was introduced, and a collection used to be made for the servants. They
were all introduced from the stately housekeeper, to the kitchen girl, in merry procession to accept the largess,
taste the punch, and perhaps the cook, or a pretty house maid, did not escape without a kiss. Hone. On Sir
Thomas Middleton s mayorality, in 1513, the solemnity is described as unparalleled for the cost, art, and
magnificence of the shows, pageants, chariots, and morning, noon, and night triumphs. In 1655, the city
pageants, were revived aIer a discontinuance of fourteen years. I could detail the ceremonies on many other
feasts during the year, but such, perhaps, will be...
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