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indexed. Not illustrated. 1863 Excerpt: .developing itself in history. We admit that history supplies to ethics some
of its most valuable facts and illustrations; but as human action is always presented in history as a complex
web, in which good and evil are mixed together, it is needful to have a test to determine which is the one and
which the other. We are thus brought back to the inductive investigation of man s moral constitution as the
only method of constructing a scientific ethics. We are speaking throughout of the science of ethics. For the
purposes of practical morality, it is not needful to determine the nature of ethical principles; for these principles
operate spontaneously, and act best when we are not thinking of them, but are simply desiring to do what is
right. So far as we need practical rules, these may best be learned from the Word of God and treatises founded
upon it. But the Scriptures, their aim being practical, do not give us ethical any more than physical or
metaphysical science. Doubtless the holy and heavenly morality there unfolded, and, above all, the perfect
exemplar of the character of Jesus, are useful--nay, | believe, necessary means of enabling us to rise to a
perfect idea of the morally good. The Bible doctrines of the atonement and of grace are needed to help ethical
inquiry out of the difficulty which originates in the existence of sin--a fact very much ignored by secular
moralists. Still there is a...
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