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Mudborn Press, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 203 x 127 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.(from the introduction) The tanka (or waka or uta) is a Japanese poetic
form of great antiquity. It is believed to have originated as early as the 7th century of the current era has been
the preferred verse-form during much of Japanese literary history since then. Consisting of five lines with a 5-7-
5-7-7 syllabic pattern, it is essentially an expanded haiku. However, historically the tanka is earlier, the haiku not
having arisen until about the 10th century. | began composing both types of little poems in English ( sometimes
in Spanish) many years ago, with some efforts that | consider quite successful. My own policy practice in
creating these has been to keep to a strict syllabic count as in the Japanese models - playing tennis with a net,
as Robert Frost might say. Because English syllables are, on the average, inherently more meaningful than
Japanese syllables, this naturally leads to poems that are richer in meaning over all than poems of the same
structural type in Japanese. Seen from the other side of things, this also means that translators of Japanese
haiku tanka into English must sometimes pad their lines through wordy circumlocutions if they wish to
maintain the original syllable-count in their translations. A few years ago, my friend Anita Chundak loaned me
the book Crossing State Lines, a unique sort of anthology of short poems by 52 poets ranged all across these
States (as the Good Gray Poet would say) coordinating the composition of their poems in a linked manner, as
has been traditional in Japanese literary culture for centuries. The editors of the little volume established an
order of transmission for the projected...
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