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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: . . . It is the shortest Epistle addressed to any church, except the doubtful Second
Thessalonians. As to matter, it is partly doctrinal and partly practical, but the doctrinal and the practical
portions are not kept separate. The Epistle to the Colossians is of doubtful authorship. If it is Pauls, it was
probably written at Rome, in the year 62 A. D. The principal reasons for doubting Pauls connection with it are
three: (1) The similarity which exists between this Epistle and that to the Ephesians, causing many scholars to
believe that one is derived from the other; (2) the fact that it contains sentiments which savor of heresies (as
Gnosticism and Montanism) which did not arise until after Pauls death; (3) peculiarities of style and use of
unusual words not found in Pauls undoubted writings. 1 1 Introduction to the New Testament, vol. ii. , p. 225, 2d
ed. If the Epistle is not from Paul it is probably late. Davidson thinks it originated in Asia Minor, about 120 A. d. A
conservative date is 100 A. d. It may be divided into two parts, the first (chapters i. and ii. ) chiefly doctrinal, and
the second (chapters iii. and iv. ) practical. First and Second Thessalonians. --Of the first of these Epistles the
genuineness is clear. It is the earliest production that we have from the hand of Paul; and that means that it is
the oldest written document of Christianity. It was composed, probably, during...
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