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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Physic and Physicians as Depicted in Plato Our
Historical Club had under consideration last winter the subject of Greek Medicine. After introductory remarks
and a description of the AEsculapian temples and worship by Dr. Welch, we proceeded to a systematic study of
the Hippocratic writings, taking up in order, as found in them, medicine, hygiene, surgery, and gynaecology.
Among much of interest which we gleaned, not the least important was the knowledge that as an art, medicine
had made, even before Hippocrates, great progress, as much almost as was possible without a basis in the
sciences of anatomy and physiology. Minds inquisitive, acute, and independent had been studying the problems
of nature and of man; and several among the pre-Socratic philosophers had been distinguished physicians,
notably, Pythagoras, Empedocles, and Democritus. Unfortunately we know but little of their views, or even the
subjects in medicine on which they wrote. In the case of Democritus, however, Diogenes Laertius has preserved
a list of his medical writings, which intensifies the regret at the loss of the works of this great man, the title of
one of whose essays, On Those who are Attacked with Cough after Illness indicates a critical observation of
disease, which Daremberg seems unwilling to allow to the pre-Hippocratic philosopher-physicians. We gathered
also that in the golden age of Greece, medicine had, as to-day, a triple relationship, with science, with
gymnastics, and with theology. We can imagine an Athenian father of the middle of the fourth century worried
about the enfeebled health of one of his growing lads, asking the advice of Hippocrates about a suspicious
cough, or sending him to the palaestra of Taureas...
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