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Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1866 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER IX. DEATH OF CRASSUS. RUPTURE BETWEEN THE
JOINT RULERS. Crassus MABCTTS Grasses had for years been reckoned among the goes to heads of the three-
headed monster, without any proper Syria, title to be so included. He served as a makeweight to trim the
balance between the real regents Pompeius and Caesar, or, to speak more accurately, he threw his weight into
the scale of Caesar against Pompeius. The part of a supernumerary colleague is not a very honourable one; but
Crassus was never hindered by any keen sense of honour from pursuing his own advantage. He was a
merchant and was open to negotiation. What was offered to him was not much; but, as more was not to be got,
he accepted it, and sought to forget the ambition that fretted him, and his chagrin at occupying a position so
near to power and yet so powerless, amidst his always accumulating piles of gold. But the conference at Luca
changed the state of matters also for him; with the view of still retaining the preponderance as compared with
Pompeius aIer concessions so extensive, Caesar gave to his old confederate Crassus an opportunity of
attaining in Syria through the Parthian war the same position to which Caesar had attained by the Celtic war in
Gaul. It was diJicult to say whether these new prospects proved more attractive to the ardent thirst for gold
which had now become at the age of sixty a...
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