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Jefferson Davis, of Mississippi, on the Oregon Bill: Delivered in
the Senate of the United States, July 12, 1848 If the right to
migrate with their property to territory belonging to the United
States attaches equally to all their citizens; and if, as I have
been credibly informed, citizens have migrated with their
slaves into Oregon; to pass the bill before us without
amendment would be abolition of slavery by the Federal
Government. Entertaining this opinion I submitted an
amendment to meet the case distinctly and singly. Now, for the
first time in our history, has Congress, without the color of
compact or compromise, claimed to discriminate in the
settlement of Territories against the citizens of one portion of
the Union and in favor of another. This, taken in connection
with all which is passing around us, must excite the attention of
Senators to the fact, and forces on my mind the conclusion
that her-in is sought to be established a precedent for future
use. Here upon the threshhold we must resist, or...
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