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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.*Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the fighting by generals and
soldiers on both sides *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of
contents Never had there been such an overwhelming victory during the Civil War - indeed, never in American
military history. - Wiley Ford s comment on the Franklin-Nashville Campaign As Sherman began his infamous
march to the sea, Lincoln instructed Grant to redirect General George H. Thomas eCorts back to Tennessee to
protect Union supply lines and stop the oCensive mounted by Confederate general John Bell Hood. Hood had
broken away from Atlanta and was trying to compel Sherman to follow him, thus diverting him from his
intended path of destruction. With Sherman marching east toward the sea, he directed Thomas to try to block
Hood around Nashville. On November 30, the Union army began digging in around Franklin, and that
aFernoon Hood ordered a frontal assault on the dug in Union army which deeply upset his own oCicers. Hood
stressed the necessity of defeating Schofield s forces before Thomas could arrive, though some historians
believe his decision to mount a frontal attack was a rash decision made out of fury at the fact Schofield had
escaped his grasp. Either way, aFer repeated frontal assaults failed to create a gap in the Union lines, Schofield
withdrew his men across the river on the night of November 30, successfully escaping Hood s army. Meanwhile,
Hood had inflicted nearly 8,000 casualties upon his army (men the Confederacy could scarcely aCord to lose),
while the Union lost about a quarter of that. Despite practically wrecking his army, which was now only about
25,000 strong,...
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